[image: ][image: A black background with a black square

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
St Andrew’s Churchyard Regulations
The Churchyard is owned & managed by the Parochial Church Council  of St Andrew’s Church, Stapleford (PCC).
This document summarises the Diocese of Ely Churchyard Regulations of 2 September 2017, as revised in June 2018 and October 2024. The full regulations may be found on the church and diocesan websites. 
Burials / Interments 
The churchyard is closed to burials but open for interments of ashes. 
The appropriate fee for any interment of ashes or for any memorial or amendment to a memorial must be paid to the PCC before any work is started. 
No interments of ashes can take place in the churchyard without prior permission from the Vicar. No ashes may be scattered within the churchyard. 
The size and location of a space for cremated remains must be agreed in writing with the Vicar. Ashes can be buried in caskets or straight into the ground. 
Ashes plots can be reserved by obtaining faculty permission. 
Memorials
Memorial tablets over an ashes plot need written permission before they are installed. Application forms are available from the Vicar or from the church website.
Tablets must not exceed 18 x 12 inches square. They must be laid flush with the grass or existing surface. They may be laid up to one month after burial of ashes (whether contained in a casket or not) to allow for ground settlement. Wooden crosses, as approved by the Vicar, may be erected to mark the grave pending the erection of a permanent headstone. The cross is to be removed when the permanent headstone is installed. 
Visiting the graveyard
Please behave in a quiet and orderly manner. 
No trees, shrubs or planting of any kind are allowed. 
Dogs must be kept on leads. Dog waste must be disposed of safely.
Visitors should be aware there is wild animal activity in this area, which can cause disturbance to the ground and to floral tributes.
Tributes
The only items permitted on graves are floral tributes, to be placed in a receptacle on the cremation tablet only. No artificial flowers are allowed except Remembrance Day poppies and traditional Christmas wreaths. 
Any dead floral tributes or containers will be removed. Remembrance Day poppies and Christmas tributes will be removed after one month.
The following are not permitted and will be removed:
· Ornaments or soft toys.
· The erection of any memorial, planting or placing of any item of any description 	without written permission from the Vicar.
Maintenance of the Churchyard
The overall responsibility for the maintenance of the churchyard rests with the PCC. 
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